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LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
By offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and
express respect for Native peoples and nations.
The University of Minnesota Morris is located along Owobopte Wakpa—a place
from which Dakota turnips have been dug river—on the edge of mashkode
akiing—prairie land. This land has been cared for and called home by the
Dakota people, and later the Ojibwe people and other Native peoples from time
immemorial. Our state’s name, Minnesota, comes from the Dakota name for this
region, Mni Sota Makoce—the land where the waters reflect the skies.
Acknowledging the land and our history in this place is an offering of solidarity
with and respect for Native nations and peoples. In doing so, we—The University
of Minnesota Morris—reaffirm our commitment to our responsibilities rooted
in the history of our campus site as a Native American boarding school, our
distinctive mission as a public liberal arts college within Minnesota’s land-grant
university, and our recognition as a Native American-Serving Nontribal Institution.

GIVING TO MORRIS
In partnership with the University of Minnesota Foundation, gifts designated
to UMN Morris are received by and invested in the Morris campus. The
Foundation serves as the legal, charitable entity for the University system.
For more information on giving to UMN Morris, contact:
Susan Schmidgall, senior director of advancement
320-589-6160 | sschmidg@morris.umn.edu
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Erin Christensen, senior development officer
320-589-6067 | erinc@morris.umn.edu
Jennifer Zych Herrmann, development officer
320-589-6048 | zychja@morris.umn.edu
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The University of Minnesota Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt organization soliciting tax-deductible private
contributions for the University of Minnesota. Financial
and other information about University of Minnesota
Foundation’s purpose, programs, and activities may be
obtained by contacting the Chief Financial Officer at
200 Oak Street SE, Suite 500, Minneapolis, MN 55455
(612) 624-3333, or for residents of the following states,
as stated below. Maryland: For the cost of postage
and copying, from the Secretary of State. Michigan:
MICS No. 50198. New Jersey: INFORMATION FILED
WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS
CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE PERCENTAGE
OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY
DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD THAT WERE
DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY
BE OBTAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (973)
504-6215 AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT
www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/charity. New York: Upon
request, from the Attorney General Charities Bureau,
120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271. Pennsylvania:
The official registration and financial information of
University of Minnesota Foundation may be obtained
from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling
toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Virginia:
From the State Office of Consumer Affairs in the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs, P.O.
Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218. Washington: From the
Secretary of State at 1-800-332-4483. The registration
required by the state charitable solicitation act is on
file with the Secretary of State’s office. West Virginia:
West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of
the registration and financial documents from the
Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV
25305. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR
FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES IN ACCORDANCE
WITH APPLICABLE LAW. REGISTRATION IN A STATE
DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR
RECOMMENDATION OF UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
FOUNDATION BY THE STATE.
Profile Mission
Profile connects alumni and friends of the University
of Minnesota Morris with informative, engaging, and
enjoyable stories about campus life and beyond
that reflect the value and success of the liberal arts
education model, enabling our audience to act as
proud advocates of the institution they know and love.

More than 290 University of Minnesota Morris students received their
degrees at the 59th Commencement on May 14, 2022. Shown here,
left to right are Biruk Mengistu ’23, Adeolu Atolani, and Dante Miller.
Chineng Vang, the 2022 recipient of the Curtis H. Larson Award,
spoke on behalf of the graduates. University of Washington Vice
President of Minority Affairs and University Diversity Officer Rickey
Hall was the commencement speaker. Hall has more than 20 years
of experience in higher education, including serving as director of
the multi-ethnic student program at UMN Morris from 1998–2002.
University of Minnesota Regent Bo Thao-Urabe conferred the degrees
and University of Minnesota Morris Alumni Association President
Randy Koopman ’78 welcomed the new graduates into the
UMM Alumni Association.

giving news

AN ENDOWED PSYCHOLOGY CHAIR GIFT TO IMPACT
GENERATIONS OF STUDENTS
UMN Morris alumni Drs. Puncky Heppner ’73, and Mary Soehren Heppner ’76
recently committed a future gift to the Morris campus for an endowed chair in
multicultural psychology. This is the first endowed chair position in campus history,
a generous gift that will leave a lasting impact on generations of students to come.
Specifically, it allows for the recruitment and/or retention of a distinguished faculty
member who can provide leadership to enhance or extend current research, teaching,
and programming to prepare students for the diverse world they will be part of—both
at UMN Morris and after graduation. This gift builds on the couple’s history of
philanthropy with the Morris campus, including the donation of the Nokoomis Nibii
Equay sculpture installed in summer 2018. “We learned so much from UMN Morris,
and it helped propel us into meaningful careers. We wanted to give back in several
significant ways. We’re happy to do it,” the Heppners said.
The Heppners have a distinct, personal understanding of the transformative
power of a quality education and multidimensional experiences. They come from
rural Midwestern backgrounds. Both were the first in their families to graduate from
college nearly five decades ago when they attended UMN Morris for their undergraduate
degrees. It became the springboard for their lives and careers that were rich in diversity,
mentoring, and servant leadership.
“We both feel so grateful to UMN Morris. It gave us a wonderful foundation and
a lot of attention from faculty,” Mary said. “When you come from parents who were
not college or even high school graduates, our experience at Morris helped us feel like
we had self-efficacy to be college students, to graduate from college, and to go on to
graduate school and eventually become professors ourselves.”
Without the foundation gained at UMN Morris, Puncky and Mary believe the
trajectory of their lives would have been much different. The university’s psychology
The Heppners at the 2018 installation of
professors made psychology come alive for Puncky, and he fell in love with it.
the Nokoomis Nibii Equay sculpture.
“The faculty were excellent, and it was a wonderful place to learn and grow,” he said.
He discovered many meaningful ways he could help others by applying the knowledge he gained in the field. The gift of an endowed chair
in multicultural psychology will make a historically strong department even stronger.
After nearly 40 years of teaching in counseling psychology at the University of Missouri–Columbia, the Heppners are enjoying
retirement and reflecting on their careers, the many wonderful people they have met across the globe, and the opportunities they’ve
experienced. Their gratitude for the instrumental foundation they gained at UMN Morris, and their strong belief in preparing students
to live in a multicultural world, led them to consider all the ways they could support the university and future students. That is when they
thought of how a gift of an endowed chair could shape Multicultural Psychology and the lives of students. They asked: What better place
than UMN Morris with its vibrant inter-tribal campus community of Indigenous students and scholars to create this endowed chair in
multicultural psychology?
Creating an endowment that helps attract and retain a faculty member with a highly distinguished career that emphasizes
multicultural and cross-cultural psychology can impact the lives of students and faculty across disciplines. This position can also help
empower all students to provide leadership in their chosen fields, which emphasizes the positive impact of equity, diversity, and inclusion.
“Long after we’re gone, students will hopefully benefit from this investment, and they will do amazing work that will ripple out into
the world in different ways,” Mary explained. UMN Morris Acting Chancellor Janet Schrunk Ericksen wholeheartedly agrees:
“The Heppners are attentive to our ever-changing world, and their investment of an endowed chair substantially impacts the future
growth of the psychology discipline and university as a whole. We’re so grateful for their forward-thinking generosity.”

Sarah Eckel ’09, assistant coordinator, Office of Community
Engagement, and Kiley Rodarmel ’23, Sartell, represented
the TREC (Tutoring, Reading, and Enabling Children)
Program featured at a Discovery Station at the University of
Minnesota Foundation’s June 2022 Heritage Society Dinner.
The TREC program is one important example of UMN
Morris investing in the youth of our region.
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FORMER PHYSICS PROFESSOR PROVIDES OUT OF
THIS WORLD SUPPORT FOR COUGAR ATHLETICS
Gordon McIntosh taught
physics and astronomy at the
UMN Morris for 28 years.
A distinct contribution he brought
to campus was the opportunity
for students to get involved in
hands-on research through radio
astronomical observations. This
research allowed students to study
and conduct experiments on
hidden features of the universe
using radio frequencies. It’s one
of the aspects he enjoyed most
about his time at the university—
the ability to impact the lives of students in an authentic way.
“UMN Morris provides a lot of opportunities for students that allow
a diversity of interests on campus,” Gordon explained.
While Gordon’s daytime hours were focused on students,
he found a personal connection in a close-knit morning jogging
group in which he met several individuals involved in UMN
Morris Cougar Athletics. This connection brought Gordon back to
something he always enjoyed: sports. He began attending Cougar
Athletic games, including women’s volleyball and basketball.
The more people he met through the athletic program, the more

he admired the caliber and quality of those involved, and he
became an avid Cougar fan and supporter.
Gordon started volunteering with Cougar Athletics in a variety
of ways, and in his retirement, he took coaching courses in softball,
basketball, volleyball, and soccer. This background allows him to
serve as an assistant to various coaches—a role he thoroughly enjoys.
He hosts webcasts for softball and soccer games. He travels with
teams to games and tournaments and supports the Cougar Club
in any way he can to extend its resources as far as possible. He is
proud to support the athletics program through his service hours
and donating to the Cougar Club because he feels so passionately
about the difference it makes in the lives of those involved. “All the
players, coaches, and administrators have been very kind. I’m very
impressed with them as human beings,” Gordon said. “They work
very hard and are individuals of high integrity. Interacting with
them makes me a better person.”
He believes participation in the UMN Morris athletic program
teaches valuable life lessons to not only student athletes, but also
to volunteers and coaches. The fruits of those lessons positively
contribute to the collective culture of Cougar Athletics, the
university, and the community, creating more engaged, connected
spaces and places for everyone. “It’s been a pleasure and privilege to
be involved,” Gordon shared. He intends to keep on volunteering
and supporting the program well into the future.

SCHOLARSHIPS SUPPORT VETERINARY CAREERS
Sixty miles southeast of the UMN Morris campus, on the
outskirts of Willmar, sits South 71 Veterinary Clinic & Supplies.
It’s a place deeply connected to the university and where nearly half
of the staff members are proud UMN Morris alumni. A multitude
of scholarship opportunities helped set up each of the five alumni
for success in their veterinary professions.
Dr. Gregg Laurence ’83 attributes much of his foundational
success to his education at UMN Morris. He attended the Morris
campus for four years and went through the pre-veterinary
program, which he felt prepared him well to pursue his doctorate
degree. “The university is special; it’s set up to help students form
long-term friendships,” Dr. Laurence said. He witnessed the same
quality education and fondness carry through his own son, Nathan
Laurence’s, college experience at UMN Morris.
Nathan also went through the pre-veterinary program at
UMN Morris (2016–19). He leaned into many opportunities for
support, including the Elmer and Viola Nelson Scholarship that
covered a significant portion of his tuition for each semester. He
also took part in the college’s cooperative VetFast program that
provides UMN students a faster route to veterinary school. “Morris
is a little bit smaller school, but that meant Nathan had access to
more opportunities like athletics and scholarships,” Dr. Laurence
explained. He is grateful for the university’s supporters who make
scholarships like Nathan’s possible.
Dr. Laurence also believes in paying it forward to the next
generation of future veterinarians. Cody O’Halloran ’19 is part
of that generation. He came to the clinic through the UMN

Morris’s CareerIn Internship grant
program. The program grants
students hands-on opportunities in
their field by pairing them with local
businesses in a variety of industries.
Cody has worked alongside Dr.
Laurence and other staff for several
semesters, gaining both in-clinic
and practical field experience. “It’s
been really great; there’s a mutual
respect back and forth,” Cody said.
He credits this internship for helping
him determine his preferred practice
Dr. Gregg
focus. Cody was also the recipient
Laurence ’83
of two UMN Morris scholarships,
(left) and Cody
the Bridgeford Summer Scholars
O’Halloran ’19 Inset photo:
Program and the Jeremiah and
Nathan Laurence ’19
Karla Konz Scholarship, allowing
him to get involved in student research and providing him with
financial support. “The university helped me get where I’m at,”
Cody explained. He plans to give back to the campus and younger
students however he can in the future.
Dr. Amy Schmidt ’90 and Dr. Jessica Anderson ’15 also work
at South 71 Vet Clinic and both received scholarships while at UMN
Morris. The physical distance from the clinic to campus may only
be counted in a handful of miles, but the lasting impact of UMN
Morris’s supporters in the lives of these individuals is immeasurable.
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CENTER FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY
STORAGE TECHNOLOGY LAUNCHED

For more than 20 years, the University of Minnesota Morris
and University of Minnesota West Central Research and Outreach
Center (WCROC) have been working to advance clean energy
solutions in west central Minnesota. In 2005, UMN WCROC
installed the first industrial-scale wind turbine at a public
university in the United States. In 2011, UMN Morris installed
a second wind turbine. During the past decade, both campuses
have advanced research and demonstration projects. UMN
WCROC built a globally-unique wind-to-hydrogen-to-ammonia
platform, turning wind and water into fertilizer. UMN Morris
demonstrated biomass gasification. And, both campuses built
solar PV and solar thermal projects.
For many years now, UMN Morris and UMN WCROC have
explored the potential of energy storage in rural Minnesota.
In order to reach high levels of renewable power generation,
efficient and economic energy storage systems are critically
needed. This field is poised for significant growth and attention
in the coming years. Now, UMN Morris and UMN WCROC have
partnered to launch the Center for Renewable Energy Storage
Technology, or CREST. The new UMN intercollegiate center
will provide leadership in research, demonstration, education,
and outreach in this vital field by organizing teams and
partnerships and incubating energy storage research and
demonstration-scale projects.
A hallmark and unique characteristic of renewable energy
efforts at the Morris campuses has been the ability to test systems
at commercial or near-commercial scales. This scale is especially
crucial in moving new technologies from labs into the commercial
market. CREST will also expand opportunities for Minnesotans
to learn more about energy storage technologies and potential
applications. Recently, the UMN WCROC announced it will
host the $18.6 million US DOE ARPA-E REFUEL Technology
Integration 1 metric ton per day ammonia pilot plant. In addition,
the WCROC received $10 million from the State of Minnesota in
4

the 2021 legislative session through the Xcel Energy RDA account
to develop ammonia-fueled power generation and self-contained
ammonia storage technologies. UMN Morris announced a new
project to develop a large-scale battery-storage demonstration
project. These projects are done in collaboration with partners
from across the University of Minnesota and with many partners
in the public and private sectors.
Leadership at UMN WCROC and UMN Morris are
excited to grow the partnership between the two UMN
institutions in Morris. The Center brings faculty together from
both institutions.
“When it comes to the intersection of energy and agriculture,
UMN WCROC has been leading the way for a long time,” says
Lee Johnston at WCROC. “We are working to strengthen farms
and rural communities. Clean energy and energy storage are
important now and will grow in importance in the years ahead.
Using our local natural resources to create electricity, fertilizer,
and fuel in the state and region is critically important. CREST
is another way the WCROC and the College of Food, Agricultural
and Natural Resource Sciences are blazing a trail into the future.
We would not be able to be a global leader in this field without
the great support and partnerships within the UMN Morris
campus, and the Department of Chemical Engineering and
Material Science and the Department of Mechanical Engineering
on the Minneapolis campus.”
Acting Chancellor Janet Schrunk Ericksen emphasizes that
“Our students are looking for UMN Morris to lead. We know
that Morris is a model community in our state and nation.
When people come to Morris they see what the future is going
to look like. We believe that energy storage will be a part of a clean
energy future. And, CREST builds on our climate leadership.”
The U of M partners launched CREST in recognition of
previous successes, and in recognition of the challenges ahead
to create a clean energy future.

University of Minnesota Morris
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA MORRIS HOLDS FIRST
MORRIS YOUTH CHALLENGE INSTITUTE

The UMN Morris welcomed high
school students and their teachers from
the Clinton-Graceville-Beardsley and
West Central Area schools to campus
to participate in the inaugural Morris
Challenge Youth Institute in May.
The Morris Challenge Youth Institute
is an official World Food Prize event
designed for students from a 23-county
area of west central Minnesota. The daylong program provided an immersive
cross-curricular experience and allowed
participants to present solutions to global
hunger issues.
Participating high school students
chose a country and researched the effects
of poverty and hunger on its citizens. The
students then researched various solutions
to address these issues and identified which

solution they believed
was most promising
for that country.
The students wrote
a paper explaining
their conclusion and
why they believed it
would work.
While on campus,
students had the opportunity to engage
with local leaders and experts on critical
global challenges, participate in hands-on
activities, and explore exciting ways to make
a difference in Minnesota and around the
world. Additionally, the students presented
their findings to subject matter experts
including Syd Bauer ’19, Stevens County
Organics Intern; Eric Buchanan, Renewable
WCROC Energy Scientist; Jane Johnson
’83 USDA-ARS Supervisory Research
Soil Scientist; Ed Brands, UMN Morris
Associate Professor of Environmental
Studies; Natalie Hoidal ’15, UMN
Extension Educator; Natasha Mortensen,
Riverview LLP Community Relations; Joe
Dunlavy ’11, Program Manager, Youth Eco
Solutions (YES!); Joel Tallaksen, WCROC
Agriculture and Energy Scientist; Blaine

Hill ’87, Morris City Manager; Miriam
Gieske, UMN Morris Assistant Professor
of Ecology; Neil Linscheid ’04, UMN
Center for Community Vitality Extension
Educator; Troy Goodnough, UMN Morris
Director of Sustainability; Kirsten Sharpe
Moser ’14, WCROC Dairy Researcher; and
Ren Olive ’13, UMN Extension Regional
Sustainable Development Partnerships
Sustainable Ag and Food Systems
Program Associate.
The Morris Challenge will host another
event, the Morris Challenge Rural Youth
Institute, on the UMN Morris campus
in November.
Morris Challenge Director Doug Reed
said, “UMN Morris is working to solve
tough challenges. This spring event was
focused on exploring how people in other
countries in the world live. At our fall event,
the focus will be closer to home. Participants
will be exploring solutions to challenges
in their own communities. We know
young people are eager to strengthen their
communities and these programs provide
some insights and inspiration.”
For more information, contact Morris Challenge
Director Doug Reed at dougreed@morris.umn.edu.

BARTLETT AND KIVI ARE FULBRIGHT FINALISTS
Eight UMN Morris students and alumni submitted Fulbright applications this year. Of those,
five were competitively selected as semi-finalists with two named as finalists.
Abi Bartlett ’22, Monticello, is a finalist for a Fulbright open study/research grant in Auckland,
Aotearoa New Zealand. As a geology major with an emphasis on hydrology and geochemistry, Abi applied
to the Fulbright program to continue geological research with Native communities. Their research so far
has included work on wild rice density and the geochemistry of lake sediment cores, with the University
of Minnesota Twin Cities. Abi says, with the Fulbright, they hope to continue learning about the
different ways of knowing and being through interdisciplinary and respectful research in New Zealand
with Maori communities. Abi will also be obtaining a master’s degree in Indigenous studies along with
geomorphological research as part of a project called, “Let the River Speak.”
Maxwell Kivi ’22, Maple Grove, is a finalist for a Fulbright English Language Teaching Assistant
(ETA) Program in Peru. The ETA Programs place Fulbrighters in classrooms abroad to provide assistance
to the local teachers of English while serving as cultural ambassadors for the U.S. Max studied Spanish,
Latin American Studies, and Secondary Education at UMN Morris, and is looking to deeply immerse
himself in Peru and to learn as he teaches. Max also plans to improve his language skills even more and
develop a deeper understanding of the country and its peoples. The ETA experience is a particularly
welcome adventure, as Max was studying abroad in Cusco, Peru, in the spring 2020 semester and was sent
home early due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is a prestigious award that provides funding to study for
a master’s degree, complete an independent research project, or teach English for up to a year outside
the U.S. During their grant period, Fulbright scholars meet, work, live with, and learn from the people
of their host country.
Summer/Fall 2022 Profile
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UMN Morris faculty and staff
members were honored at the annual
Recognition Dinner on Tuesday,
April 26, 2022. From left: Naomi
Skulan, recipient of Morris Academic
Staff Award; Barry McQuarrie,
University of Minnesota Morris
Alumni Association Teaching Award;
Jennifer Rothchild, Horace T. MorseMinnesota Alumni Association Award
for Outstanding Contributions to
Undergraduate Education; Lawrence
Goodwin, Mary Martelle Memorial
Award and Outstanding Staff AwardCivil Service; James Wojtaszek,
Minnesota Campus Compact
Award: Faculty/Staff Community
Engagement; Stacy Richards,
Outstanding Staff Award-AFSCME;
and Janet Sauter, Outstanding Staff
Award-Teamster. Not shown: Brianca
Smith-Austin ’12 and Mauri Systo,
recipients of the Bill and Ida Stewart
Award for Racial Justice Advocacy.

SUSTAINABILITY CAREERS AND PATHWAYS
WEBINAR SERIES WILL FOCUS ON AGRICULTURE
For more than 15 years, UMN Morris has been growing its
sustainability program. This effort includes the development
of majors in environmental studies, environmental science, and
a “green chemistry” track in the chemistry discipline. The campus
also launched a sustainability leadership minor. Additionally,
many of the major programs at Morris incorporate sustainability
themes into their classes. The co-curriculum at Morris provides
numerous opportunities for students to engage in sustainability—
from internships, to research, to creative production, and more.
As a result, UMN Morris has helped to springboard many
graduates into sustainability pathways. Given this record of
success, the campus launched a new webinar series called
Sustainability Careers and Pathways: Conversations with UMN
Morris Alumni.
The new webinar series launched in February 2022.
The inaugural conversation was facilitated by two UMN Morris
students, Noelle Muzzy ’23 and Lily Sugimura ’22. The first
conversation featured Morris alums who are working in
agriculture and food systems. Heidi Eger ’13 operates Radicle
Heart Farm, which raises grass-fed sheep. Natalie Hoidal ’15 is
a UMN extension educator focused on local food production.
Kirsten Sharpe Moser ’14 is a dairy researcher at the UMN West
Central Research and Outreach Center.
Moser shared that she was able to build a lot of connections
in Morris because of the size of the campus and community.
She initially considered a degree in pre-med or natural resources.
She switched to Environmental Studies her junior year, and she
took courses with Professor Ed Brands and Professor Emeritus
6

Pete Wyckoff that
shaped her knowledge
of sustainability and
her career trajectory.
Eger shared that
the small campus
size at Morris was
really great. She
worked in the Office
of Sustainability
which shaped how
she thinks about community work. Eger worked in the Student
Organic Garden for two years as an undergraduate and supported
the garden for a year as a Minnesota GreenCorps member.
When she arrived at Morris she was thinking about wind turbine
design, but discovered a deep interest in agriculture and
community-building. Now she works in ag and clean energy.
Hoidal shared that she had a great time in Morris and
started as a biology major, studying diatoms, and then worked
in the Student Organic Garden, where she enjoyed communitybuilding. Later, she worked with Professor Sheri Breen on seedsovereignty and attended the Prairie Land Festival, which shifted
her studies and interests.
The Sustainability Careers and Pathways Series will
explore alumni with careers in energy, environmental and
outdoor education, sustainability management, environmental
engineering and research, nonprofit and government service,
food systems, and more.

University of Minnesota Morris
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NCHC POSTHUMOUSLY HONORS
SAM SCHUMAN WITH FOUNDERS AWARD
The National Collegiate Honors Council (NCHC)
posthumously honored former UMN Morris Chancellor Sam
Schuman with its most prestigious award, the Founders Award,
during the organization’s annual conference, held in October 2021
in Lake Buena Vista, Florida. Daniel Schuman accepted the award
on behalf of his father.
The NCHC Founders Award was created in 2015,
in conjunction with the organization’s 50th anniversary.
The Founders Award serves to honor members who have
been instrumental in
the development and
advancement of NCHC and
its programs. They have
continually given of their
time and talents to support
honors faculty and students
across the country.
Schuman, who
passed away in 2014, left a
legacy as an accomplished
scholar, professor, and
administrator. In remarks at
the awards ceremony, Long
Island University Brooklyn
(NY) Honors College
Director Bernice Braid
shared: “Sam was one of
the most talented and most

unusual members of NCHC. He was a classicist, a modernist,
a scholar, an athlete, an outdoorsman, a teacher, and an
exceptional officer of this organization. Few people are so gifted at
so many things or can strengthen and serve so multi-faceted
a group as this one.”
Braid further noted that “Sam’s handbooks, Beginning in
Honors: A Handbook and Honors Programs at Smaller Colleges,
and later, If Honors Students Were People: Holistic Honors
Education, have been canonical in the burgeoning of honors
programs and colleges during the past decades. Like everything
Sam did, the books he authored are genuinely useful, designed not
to bring credit to himself but to the people fortunate enough to
make use of them.”
The press release announcing Schuman as the 2021 Founders
Award notes that he was constitutionally incapable of ‘retirement,’
having served in various academic and administrative positions
since leaving UMN Morris. “All the while, Sam remained one
of the most dedicated and productive contributors to honors
education. He has shaped the history of honors education and the
path of NCHC, and we salute him as we hope and try to live up to
his legacy.”
Sam and his wife, Nancy, came to Morris in 1995 when Sam
accepted the position of vice chancellor for academic affairs and
dean. He served as interim chancellor from 1998 to 2000 and as
chancellor from 2000 to 2006.
Parts of this article are reprinted with permission of the National Collegiate
Honors Council.

PRAYERS FOR A FEVERISH PLANET DEBUTED
DURING EARTH WEEK
In 2019, Ann DuHamel, associate
professor of music and head of keyboard
studies at the UMN Morris was feeling the
weight of the climate crisis. Realizing that
climate change was getting worse, DuHamel
wanted to do something—and she wanted to
encourage others to do something. She sent
out a global call for pieces that responded
to the climate crisis. And she received an
overwhelming response.
DuHamel framed her project as
“Prayers for a Feverish Planet” and invited
composers to reflect on “the complicated
dynamics that have brought us to this
precipice.” Composers in more than 35
countries sent DuHamel more than 170
pieces of music, including movements
and larger sets—all together 316 individual
pieces of music.

“A prayer can be a plea for mercy and
forgiveness,” DuHamel reflects. “A prayer
can be a hopeful appeal to something
beyond our human selves. A prayer can be
an acknowledgement that individuals need
to commit to the diligent, tireless work to
create effective change while recognizing
the need for external grace for help in
effecting such a change. A prayer can have a
miraculous impact.”
In celebration of Earth Week, DuHamel
played multiple pieces of music grouped
along important themes that emerged from
the invited compositions. DuHamel invited
guest speakers into her collaborative effort
to reflect on several themes, including:
anxiety, water, progress, time, trees, hope,
and more.
“Prayers for a Feverish Planet” was a
multi-day musical series, which launched
Summer/Fall 2022 Profile

on April 21 as part of the Institute for
Advanced Studies Thursdays program.
The series was made possible in part by
a University of Minnesota Imagine Fund
Special Events Grant. All the presentations
were presented live in the UMN Morris
Humanities Fine Arts Recital Hall.

7

Below: With fellow cofounders,
Ahnaf accepts the Twin Cities
Startup Week’s Emerging Startup
of the Year award in 2021 for Tavolo,
a dining app designed for a seamless
dining experience. Top middle:
Ahnaf is pictured with University
of Minnesota President Emeritus
Eric Kahler in 2019.

UMN MORRIS
CREATES LIFE-LONG
COMMUNITY, CAREER
FOR INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT
On a blustery winter day, Khondoker Yasin “Ahnaf” Prio ’19
arrived on the campus of the University of Minnesota Morris for
his first semester of college. This significant moment marked
the start of a transformative journey for Ahnaf, who came from
Dhaka, Bangladesh. He was the first of his family to move to
America seeking a higher education outside of their homeland.
It is on this campus and within its walls where his future,
hopes and ambitions took shape—and where his heart was warmed
by the life-long community of kinship he formed.
“You could be a lot of things in college. At Morris, you could
be a person who’s enjoying rigorous academics, a person who
really enjoys sports or a person who’s just figuring themselves out,”
Ahnaf said. “But something you’ll never be at Morris is alone,
because Morris always brings a community that has
your back.”
Ahnaf planned to pursue a degree in physics and study preengineering for two years at UMN Morris and then transfer to a
larger university. “At first, it was a bit of a culture shock because
I couldn’t believe how nice the people were. They held doors open
for me and talked to me in passing,” he described. “The transfer
never happened because I fell in love with the people at Morris,
and I realized it was the perfect place for me.”
8

Top: Ahnaf poses with the 2019 computer
science class at graduation. Bottom
right: Ahnaf and fellow cofounders were
featured in the Star Tribune for Tavolo.

Ahnaf enjoyed the varied coursework and diversity in class
offerings, especially the liberal arts classes. His outgoing, vibrant
personality made it easy to get involved in extracurricular
activities on and off campus. Two of his favorites were joining
the computer science club and being a founding member of the
Muslim Students Association. Ahnaf thoroughly enjoyed his
immersive college experience. But as his first spring semester
wrapped up, he realized a physics major was not the right fit for
him. He worried he may have to go back to Bangladesh if he could
not figure out what to do next.
Ahnaf spent the summer with family in New York. “I thought
I would visit them and then return to Dhaka. I didn’t think I would
be able to go back to Morris because I couldn’t keep spending
money on a major that wasn’t working out,” he shared. While he was
in New York, a family friend asked him to build a website. Ahnaf
did not know how to develop websites or write code, but he has
never shied away from a challenge. His mindset of ‘just figure it
out’ kicked in, and he began to quickly realize he was meant to use
technology to solve problems. “I fell in love with building websites
and writing code. I had the greatest summer ever,” Ahnaf said.
He returned to the Morris campus in the fall with a renewed
enthusiasm and determination to switch his major to computer

University of Minnesota Morris

science. He connected with Kristin Lamberty, an associate
helping restaurant owners make better business decisions based
computer science professor at UMN Morris, and she helped him
on real-time data and operational intelligence.
change course to computer science. “She made it super easy and
Fifty restaurants in the Twin Cities area use the Tavolo
a good experience. She helped me lay everything out. I don’t think
platform, and Ahnaf expects that number to increase to 100 by the
I would’ve been able to graduate on time without her,” Ahnaf said.
end of 2022. “There’s so much opportunity to engage in cuttingLamberty is one of many professors he credits for setting him
edge data and analytics to help businesses improve their efficiency
up for success. “I felt like everyone genuinely wanted to help me
and operations. It’s exciting,” Ahnaf explained. In 2021, Tavolo
succeed,” he explained. “They taught me that opportunity exists
was awarded the Emerging Startup of the Year award by the
in every place and that it’s OK to fail sometimes. It’s a life lesson
Twin Cities Startup Week.
that has made it easier to try new things and put myself out there.”
Even in this new venture, UMN Morris plays a significant
Ahnaf spent countless hours in the computer labs, well into
role through the relationships he formed. “I think Morris
the early morning hours, completely absorbed in the technology
prepared me for the future in the best way possible. It sent me out
and figuring out solutions to technical obstacles. “I realized I was
in the real world knowing that there’s no problem you can’t solve
staying after hours in the labs not because of the homework, but
if you put your heart and mind to it. With proper dedication and
because I loved it,” Ahnaf said. “I found something I was good
perseverance, you can get through anything,” Ahnaf explained.
at and really enjoyed. Not a lot of people can say that.”
“My experience there taught me
He also organized an informal software engineering club
many things I still use in my
… something
with a few of his fellow classmates and friends to build websites
daily life.”
for local businesses that needed support. They worked on many
Ahnaf stays in touch with many
you’ll never be at
projects together, calling themselves Megabittron, a name
people he met at Morris, and he
Morris is alone,
inspired by their class group name in their original software
currently serves on the university’s
design course. This appetite for more knowledge, coupled with
Alumni Association board of
because Morris
his hard work, helped him secure a paid internship at the
directors as the first international
UMN Morris Office of Sustainability as an engineering analyst.
student to do so. He looks forward
always brings a
He wrote code that helped the office predict electricity
to his annual visit to the campus
community that
consumption for the entire campus. “It was an amazing
during homecoming week. This
opportunity to do research about top sustainability programs,
year’s visit is extra special as Ahnaf’s
has your back.
and the position helped me pay for my junior year of college,”
younger brother plans to attend
Ahnaf said. He later became a marketing technologist with the
UMN Morris this fall.
Office of Admissions where he helped improve their website for
Ahnaf continues to revel in the genuine kindness and
international student recruitment.
approachability of the students and staff, and he hopes his brother
He attributes the connections and experience he gained at
will have the same experience. UMN Morris provided more
UMN Morris with preparing him for an enterprise-level software
than a quality education for Ahnaf; it provided a sense of home,
engineering internship he received in northeast Minneapolis
community, and fellowship he will always come back to. “I made
during his senior year. The culmination of Ahnaf’s UMN Morris
so many friendships with students, professors, employees, and the
education, dedication, and internships helped him attract the
local community—even the campus itself. The university is bundle
attention of Securian Financial, a Fortune 500 company in
of joy in a close-knit community,” he said. “If it was a person,
Minneapolis, shortly before graduation in 2019. The company
it would probably be my best friend.”
hired him right out of college to
work on their customer-facing
interfaces, including mobile apps
and websites. Ahnaf serves as a
senior consultant on a team of 15,
has completed two major projects
from start to finish in three years,
and he does not plan to slow down.
His love of learning and
coding led him to collaborate with
friends from Minneapolis and
UMN Morris in a start-up business
during the pandemic. They
developed Tavolo, a dining app that
allows users to make reservations
and pay for food before arriving at
the restaurant for a sit-down meal.
“I’m a huge foodie, and we wanted
to help the restaurant industry get
back some of the business they lost
during COVID,” Ahnaf explained.
The app promotes a seamless,
UMN Morris alumni and friends from graduating classes 2018–20 reunite for a picnic
convenient user experience while
in summer 2021.

“
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HANDS-ON LEARNING SHAPES CAREERS OF UMN MORRIS ALUMNI
DEREK NICHOLAS ’20

KATIE ROWLES-PERICH ’18

Derek Nicholas ’20, an
enrolled member of the
Red Cliff Band Ojibwe,
bear clan, graduated
with a double major in
economics and global
business management. Derek
says UMN Morris helped him
discover his Native American roots.
“I wasn’t really connected to much of my culture until I came
to Morris. I started taking language courses and learned
to understand more about the culture.” At UMN Morris,
he managed the Native American organic gardens and
became more drawn to the food system. “Morris definitely
helped bring [out my] passion for food,” he said.
During his last year at UMN Morris, Derek published a book
called Eating with the Seasons, Anishinaabeg, Great Lakes
Region—a field guide to seasonal eating containing more
than 20 recipes and Anishinaabemowin language and
cultural lessons. After graduation, Derek began working
at the Indigenous Food Lab in Minneapolis. He later
accepted the nutrition program coordinator position at
the Division of Indian Work (DIW), where he cooks healthy,
culturally appropriate foods for DIW programs, which
support urban American Indians. He also works with elders
and spiritual leaders to revitalize the knowledge of agesold ceremonial foods.
In addition, Derek runs his own business, Wiisinig, LLC,
a platform to showcase food sovereignty and security
work. Wiisinig, translated as “come and eat,” practices
and conducts research around traditional ways to help
preserve Indigenous wisdom and create positive resources
for Native American families and communities. Derek
also volunteers for Feeding Mouths Filling Minds, a 501(c)
(3) organization focused on eliminating the challenge of
finding safe, dependable food and water sources.
Derek is grateful for the hands-on experiences and connections
he had while at UMN Morris. “Morris gave me a few years
of experience in [my chosen] field before graduating.”
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Katie Rowles-Perich ’18 came to UMN Morris with a mission
to complete both a theater arts and elementary education
degree in four years. She credits her professors in both
the theater and education departments as being incredibly
instrumental in making that happen.
Katie wasn’t sure about choosing UMN Morris until she took
a tour of the campus. “It was everything I was looking for,”
she said. “I do well with small class sizes that are tailored
to me as a person, rather than a number in the system.
That’s exactly what Morris had to offer.” And the education
department was very hands on—another big selling point
for her. She feels she was able to
learn skills in theater that she
says she would otherwise have
missed had she attended a
larger university. “The liberal
arts environment lends itself
perfectly to a creative mind
looking to explore a plethora
of learning opportunities.”
In many professions, but especially
in the arts, opportunities come from
knowing who to talk to and making connections. And for
Katie, Morris was the place for that. She says that although
her “toolkit was full” by the time she graduated and she
was “hungry for work” after graduation, she had no idea
where to start. She’s grateful to a fellow alum and UMN
Morris staff member for putting her in touch with other
teaching artists working in the Twin Cities. Through those
initial connections, she was able to work for multiple
theater companies before landing her current position as
the education director at Lakeshore Players Theatre in
White Bear Lake, while also working as a Twin Cities actor.
“There’s a lot to love about Morris, but I always come back
to the people,” said Katie when asked about the impact
UMN Morris had. “I met my best friends in my first-year
dorm, was surrounded by innovative and forward-thinking
minds in class, and was respected by faculty and staff as
both a student and a person.”

University of Minnesota Morris

SARA KLOEK ’05

CHRIS DROSKE ’11

Sara Kloek ’05 clearly recalls her first visit to the Morris
campus as a junior in high school as being very welcoming
and “very Morris.” “I remember checking out where my
Spanish classes would be held and ran into Professor Tom
Turner who immediately welcomed me into the building to
talk more about what I could do with that degree. It was
really reassuring to have that connection with a professor
before I even enrolled. Turns out that accessibility and
warmth would be the norm during my time in Morris.” Sara
went on to graduate with a double major in political science
and Spanish after she studied abroad in Quito, Ecuador.

It didn’t take Chris Droske ’11,
long after touring the UMN
Morris campus to decide he
wanted to be a student here.
His visit was shortly after the
first wind turbine was installed
and he found the campus’s
emerging focus on sustainability
intriguing. “I knew UMN Morris was
where I wanted to go.”

Since graduating from UMN Morris, Sara
has worked on political campaigns
in Minnesota, in the U.S. House
of Representatives, and the
U.S. Department of Education
in Washington, D.C. She’s
also worked at multiple nonprofit organizations focused
on technology and privacy.
Currently, she’s the vice president
of education and children’s policy
at the Software & Information Industry Association. Sara
analyzes proposed state and federal legislation, and earlier
this year, she authored the student data privacy chapter for
the book, “Children’s Privacy and Safety,” published by the
International Association of Privacy Professionals. She says
her work involves “a lot of listening, learning, and being
willing to change your mind.”
Sara’s involvement in student government and political
work while at UMN Morris helped her learn how to connect
and engage with diverse groups of people and diverse
perspectives. “I was thankful for the ability to meet and
connect with people from all over the state and across the
country during my time at UMN Morris and continue to be
in touch with many of those people today.”
Sara credits UMN Morris and its connection to the
University of Minnesota system for providing countless
opportunities to get involved and actively participate in
areas of interest. “Morris was a good professional incubator
to begin to identify skills before embarking on my career.”

“UMN Morris’s small class size and first-name basis allowed
staff and professors to really get to know you as a person,
your interests, and your educational and career goals.”
Chris says from there, they made him aware of many
opportunities that matched his interests and provided
the experience he needed to be set up for a great job
upon graduation. “I was blessed with the opportunity to
participate in undergraduate research, perform wetland
monitoring as a summer internship, and be a two-year parttime member of the Minnesota GreenCorps working on
energy conservation during my time in Morris.”
Currently, Chris is serving as the energy manager for the
City of Minneapolis and is managing the implementation
of solar photovoltaic arrays across city-owned buildings to
help Minneapolis reach its goal of 10% renewable energy
generated on-site.
Chris feels the opportunities he had outside of the
classroom were also instrumental. “What I liked most about
UMN Morris was the campus community and ability to
participate in so many different extracurricular activities.”
He noted that some highlights were being a DJ at KUMM,
participating in intramural badminton and floor hockey,
and playing on the men’s tennis team. “I’ve made some
friendships in Morris that will last a lifetime, and I’ll always
cherish the memories we shared.”
Chris has two siblings who also received a high quality
education at UMN Morris. “My brother majored in history and
then became a lawyer, my sister majored in French and is
now a French professor, and I majored in chemistry and am
working as an energy manager. A degree from UMN Morris
will set you up well no matter what your future holds.”
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Powers

Westendorf

2022 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDEES ANNOUNCED
Amy Powers ’96 and Jennifer Westendorf ’91 are recipients of the 2022 University of Minnesota Morris Distinguished Alumni Award.
Both will be recognized for their achievements during Homecoming 2022, to be held Oct. 7–9, 2022.
AMY POWERS
Powers graduated from UMN Morris in 1996 with an
instrumental music degree and licensed in K-12 music education.
She went on to earn a Master of Arts degree in education from
Saint Mary’s University of Winona. As a student at Morris, Powers
was a strong advocate for orchestral music, working hard to recruit
new students to the program and serving as student director of the
Orchestra in her last year at UMN Morris.
As director of bands at Henry Sibley High School in Mendota
Heights, Powers rallied her community around the “Equity
Project,” which was based on the idea that all students can achieve
when they have the resources and support they need. The Equity
Project provided free or reduced-price private music lessons with
professional musicians for any student who could not otherwise
afford lessons. Peter Olson-Skog ’97, Sibley’s top administrator,
shared that “Through the dedication and commitment of Director
Powers and volunteer members of the Band Boosters, the Equity
Project ensures there are no economic barriers to band participation.
It is initiatives such as the Equity Project that prove that participation
in the Henry Sibley Band Program is not just about the music—but
also about building a supportive, caring community where students
are given the tools to strive for excellence.”
As a result of her work Powers presented a marching band that
would raise the first of Henry Sibley’s State Championship trophies.
Her commitment to equity was further evident in 2018, when the
marching band was invited to represent the state of Minnesota in the
National Independence Day Parade in Washington D.C. Traveling
to the parade was expensive and many students couldn’t afford it.
Together, the band boosters chose to raise enough money for each
member to go free of charge, and raised a whopping $108,000.
In a male-dominated profession, Powers is recognized as a
strong female leader and voice in the band world. She has coached
and mentored numerous Minnesota music instructors who are also
UMN Morris graduates. She’s even assisted her high school band
students as they pursued enrollment at UMN Morris.

JENNIFER WESTENDORF
Westendorf earned degrees in biology and chemistry from
UMN Morris in 1991 and earned her Ph.D. in biomedical
sciences from Mayo Clinic Graduate School. She then performed
postdoctoral training at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and
Vanderbilt University.
Westendorf returned to Mayo Clinic to lead an NIH-funded
research laboratory focused on the molecular and epigenetic
mechanisms of bone and joint formation, degeneration,
regeneration, and tumorigenesis. Her research, teaching, and
mentoring activities have contributed to important advances in
the study and treatment of bone diseases such as osteoporosis,
osteoarthritis, and bone cancers. She has published approximately
150 peer-reviewed manuscripts and book chapters and edited two
textbooks.
Westendorf has received numerous professional awards
including the V Scholar Award from The V Foundation for Cancer
Research, The Fuller Albright Award from the ASBMR, the Dean’s
Recognition Award from the Mayo Clinic Graduate School of
Biomedical Sciences, and the Women’s Leadership Award from the
ORS. She has volunteered her time to train the next generation
of biomedical scientists and advocate for equity, diversity, and
inclusion (EDI). She is a leader of EDI at Mayo Clinic and in
2019 led a national task force on EDI in her profession field of
orthopedic research. She has and continues to hold numerous
volunteer roles in national and international professional societies.
Sharon Schneider ’91, in her nomination of Westendorf
for this award, shared that she has followed Jennifer’s career
with “respect and admiration,” finding her to be “an incredibly
intelligent, accomplished, ethical, humble, and generous person
who embodies the characteristics worthy of this honor.” Dr.
Westendorf’s professional accomplishments, professional service,
advocacy for equity, inclusion, and diversity, and support of UMN
Morris lend evidence of this assessment.

ABOUT THE DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD
The Distinguished Alumni Award honors alumni who make noteworthy contributions in their professional lives, in public service,
or in service to the University of Minnesota Morris. Learn more, including how to nominate an individual for this award, at
alumni.morris.umn.edu.
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RANDY KOOPMAN ’78,
UMMAA PRESIDENT
Greetings from the University of Minnesota Morris
Alumni Association (UMMAA). I hope you have had an
enjoyable summer.
Last May we welcomed 290 new graduates into
the UMMAA. It was a real honor and pleasure for me
to attend the ceremony which is always my favorite
activity at UMM. To watch students and family celebrate
the completion of their degrees is a very emotional
experience.
Even as I write this in mid-summer, we are busy
planning for this year’s Homecoming which will be held
October 7–9, 2022. The many events include alumni
and student networking events, the annual Distinguished
Alumni Award and Cougar Hall of Fame Recognition Banquet, KUMM’s 50th anniversary
celebration, dedication of the Morris Community Softball Complex (the new home of
Cougar Softball), concerts, a celebration of Roland Guyotte’s 54th year of teaching,
25 years of women’s soccer, women’s volleyball and, of course, the Homecoming football
game. I encourage you to consider attending this year’s Homecoming, meeting up with
old friends, and making new ones.
I close with an invitation for you to send me an email with any comments or ideas on
how UMMAA can help keep our alumni connected. Or, simply to say hello. My personal
email is RJKoopman944@gmail.com.
Stay safe, stay happy, stay connected!
Randy

Leonard Munstermann ’64
Khondoker “Ahnaf” Prio ’19

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS

Katrina Wheeler-Floyd ’10
October 7–9

OFFICE OF
ALUMNI RELATIONS

October 28–29

Jennifer Zych Herrmann ’00,
director of alumni engagement
Gwen Rollofson ’99
executive office and
administrative specialist

alumni@morris.umn.edu
320-589-6066
alumni.morris.umn.edu

Homecoming 2022
See inside back cover for complete details
James “Doc” Carlson Tribute Concert
Jazz alumni and friends are invited to gather for
a weekend of music and memories as we honor
the founder of the UMM Jazz Ensemble.
• RSVP to play in the alumni tribute band at
z.umn.edu/JamesCarlsonTributeBand
• Submit photos, videos, or stories to be shared
at the event z.umn.edu/JamesCarlsonMemories
• Purchase tickets for the October 29 concert at
z.umn.edu/JamesCarlsonTributeConcert

November 17

Give to the Max Day
Watch for a special alumni match challenge

February 23,
2023

Midwinter Alumni Gathering

For the most current event information, visit alumni.morris.umn.edu or watch
upcoming editions of the Morris Matters newsletter.
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Future Cougars Jake and Avery Christensen along with
Erin Christensen ’05, Jennifer Zych Herrmann ’00,
and Rusty Kath ’03.

U of M mascots pose on Target Field with University of Minnesota
President Joan Gabel.

U OF M DAY AT THE TWINS
UMN Morris alumni and friends joined fellow alumni from across the
U of M system for the annual U of M Day with the Minnesota Twins at
Target Field. Pounce got in on the pre-game festivities, a group of alumni
sang during the 7th inning stretch, and there were special UMN Morris
shout-outs from Rusty Kath ’03, the in-house announcer for the
Minnesota Twins.

COUGAR ALUMNI GOLF CLASSIC
Nearly 100 UMN Morris alumni, friends, and Cougar fans gathered at the Pomme de
Terre Golf Club in Morris for the Cougar Golf Classic on July 29. It was a great day
for golf and to gather with friends, all in support of Cougar Athletics.

Mary Klauda ’77, alumni archivist

ALUMNI IN THE ARCHIVES
Alumni archivists and historians spent a week on
campus working on special projects that preserve
the history of campus for future generations.
Working side by side with campus Archivist
Stephen Gross and Metadata and Technical
Services Librarian Naomi Skulan, their efforts
deepen our knowledge of the campus and the
people who helped shape it into the institution
it is today.
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In Memoriam
Sharon A. Ross ’64
Michael I. Blair ’72
Pamela Peterson ’98
Robin Rozanski ’00
Caitlin Kelley “Casey” Aldridge ’02
Darlene R. Smith
Todd “TJ” Woelfel

Todd Olson ’83 was inaugurated as president of Mount Mercy
University in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. L to R, Kevin Baker ’84,
Chris Dallager ’83, Thomas Hanson ’84, Todd Olson ’83,
Mike Schmid ’84, and Barry Hogan ’84

More than 40 members of the 1970 football team gathered for
a 50 year reunion at Homecoming 2021. Lots of friendships
were rekindled and memories shared, with many calling it “one
of the best weekends in [their] life.”
Class of ’64
The family of Sharon Ann Ross shared that she died peacefully
on April 7, 2022. Sharon was born in Kerkhoven. Her family
moved to Morris where she graduated from high school in 1960
and was voted most musical. She attended UMN Morris and
married her high school sweetheart, Dennis, on February 23,
1963. Sharon had a long, successful career in real estate and
started Ross Realty in 1976, operating the business for 38 years.
Her daughter, Dana, still operates Ross Realty today. She was
active in economic and community organizations and was proud
to be the first female member of the Le Sueur Rotary Club.
She had a lifetime joy of music and enjoyed wintering in Arizona.
Sharon is survived by her husband Denny, daughter Dana,
and extended family.

Class of ’86
Julie Cady Kill shares the following greeting: Hello! I am
currently working at UMN Morris in the Division of Science and
Math as laboratory coordinator and Saddle Club Advisor.
I’d like to hear from UMM Saddle Club Members, past and
present! It’s the 50th year for the UMM Saddle Club! On a
personal note, we have two girls. The oldest just graduated
from UMN Crookston in May 2022, with a BS in equine and
animal science. The younger is attending UMN Morris for
communications, music, and journalism.
Class of ’91
Teresa Luckow Peterson shares that she recently joined NDN
Collective as Program Manager in the Foundation to lead the
planning efforts of the Collective Abundance Fund, a wealth
building initiative for Indigenous families in Minnesota, North
Dakota, and South Dakota. NDN Collective is an Indigenousled organization dedicated to building Indigenous power across
Turtle Island to create sustainable solutions on Indigenous terms.
She recently wrote her second book, Voices from Pejuhutazizi: Dakota
Stories and Storytelling, co-authored with her uncle, Walter LaBatte Jr,
published by the Minnesota Historical Society Press.

Class of ’73
Judy Blair shares that her husband,
Michael I. Blair passed away June 3,
2022, after suffering a catastrophic
right brain hemorrhage in December
of 2021. At his request, there is to be
no funeral. His ashes will be spread on
the Kenai River where they will become
part of a place he loved. At right,
Michael holds granddaughter Josie in
May 2016.
Summer/Fall 2022 Profile

Beth O’Connor ’92
has been elected as
the President of the
National Rural Health
Association
(ruralhealth.us/
about-nrha/board-oftrustees)
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Class of ’92
Miles Seppelt completed
a master’s degree in
economic development
from St. Cloud State in
1998. After working for
two smaller cities, Seppelt
was hired as the economic
development director for the
City of Hutchinson in 2002.
In 2003–04, as a member
of the Minnesota National
Guard, Seppelt was deployed
to Bosnia, commanding
a two-vehicle HUMVEE
section conducting peacekeeping patrols five to six days a week. In 2007 Seppelt retired
from the National Guard as a tank commander after 21 years of
service. In 2007 he married his true love, Ann Sieckert, from
Grand Marais. In 2013 Seppelt went to work full-time with
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, staffing both the SCSU and
UMM chapters. In 2015 Seppelt returned to Hutchinson as their
Economic Development Director while continuing to staff the
UMM chapter of InterVarsity on a volunteer basis. Miles can be
reached at milesseppelt@hotmail.com
Class of ’98
The family of Pamela E. Peterson shared that she passed away
on January 20, 2022. Pam treasured her UMN Morris education
and appreciated those who supported her along the way. Pam
cherished her sons, grandchildren, family, and friends and lived
her life helping others. She was truly a friend to all who met and
knew her. Her obituary can be found at www.srtfuneral.com/
obituary/Pamela-Peterson

Class of ’02
The family and friends of Caitlin Kelley “Casey” Aldridge,
shared that she passed away September 28, 2021. Casey was
born in St. Paul and attended St. Paul’s Open School, and she
graduated from Cretin-Derham Hall in 1998 and UMN Morris
in 2002. Casey was quietly tenacious, dedicated, and deeply kind.
She was a dear friend of many Morris alumni and one-of-a-kind.
Her kindness lived within each of us, she knew the perfect gift,
she showed up for people’s important dates, and made people
feel loved. We miss her tremendously, but her spirit lives on
inside of those that she touched.

Casey Walsh Aldridge at her UMN Morris graduation with
friends. L to R: Sara Mulvaney ’02, Aldridge ’02, Tori
Spanier ’02, Stella Rewitzer ’02.

Fondly Remembered...
C. Frederick Farrell, professor emeritus of French and
former chair of the Division of Humanities, passed away
June 25, 2022.
Mariam “Mimi” Frenier, professor emeritus of history,
passed away April 20, 2022.
Irene Henjum ’74, UMN Morris alumna, former staff
member, and widow of former education professor Arnold
Henjum, passed away April 17, 2022.
William “Bill” Hunt, professor emeritus of political
science, passed away December 22, 2021.

Newly-crowned 2022 Miss Minnesota Rachel Evangelisto ’19,
visited with Katie Jabri and Addy Lutchen ’17 at the National
UNITY Conference in Minneapolis in July. More than 1,500
Native youth and advisors participated in the five-day, youthled annual event.
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Kitty McGrath, wife of vice chancellor emeritus of student
affairs, Gary McGrath, passed away May 20, 2022.
William “Bill” M. Robb, senior development officer in the
Office of Advancement, passed away June 21, 2022.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Julia Dabbs
Distinguished University Teaching
Professor of Art History

Michael Lackey
Distinguished McKnight University Professor
of English

May Alcott Nieriker, Author
and Advocate:Travel Writing and
Transformation in the Late
Nineteenth Century

Ireland, the Irish, and the Rise of Biofiction

Teresa Peterson, co-authored with her uncle,
Walter LaBatte, Jr.

Angela Hume
assistant professor of English
Interventions for Women

Voices from Pejuhutazizi: Dakota Stories
and Storytellers

Athena Kildegaard
lecturer, Honors Program director

Samuel Redman
The Museum: A Short Story of Crisis
and Resilience

Prairie Midden

Have you published a book recently? Let us know! alumni@morris.umn.edu

Send us your Class Notes. Please include high-resolution photos!
Office of Alumni Relations, Welcome Center , 600 E 4th St, Morris, MN 56267
alumni@morris.umn.edu or alumni.morris.umn.edu/submit-class-note
Next Class Notes Deadline: January 9, 2023

REMEMBERING BILL ROBB
William “Bill” Robb, senior development officer, passed away unexpectedly
on June 21, 2022, at his home in Glenwood, Minnesota. Bill, who hailed from
Fairdale, North Dakota, was well
known and loved for his extensive
knowledge of North Dakota, fantastic
stories, love of the outdoors, quick wit,
and joie de vivre. He was well-read and
always found time for adventure in his
frequent travels.
Bill joined the UMN Morris
Development Office in 2015 and was
a trusted colleague, esteemed mentor,
and treasured friend to many. He was
devoted to his work and dedicated to
the UMN Morris campus. He will be
deeply missed.
Bill is survived by his son Dustin
(Hannah Hofmeister), daughter Kate,
Bill helping to celebrate Chancellor
three brothers, a sister, and many
Michelle Behr’s retirement in 2021
nieces and nephews.
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2022 COUGAR HALL OF FAME

This year the Cougar Athletics Hall of Fame welcomes Jill (Druley) Brown ’99, Scott Cooper ’92, the 2003 Women’s Soccer
Team, and 2010–11 Women’s Basketball Team.
JILL DRULEY BROWN ’99
Jill Druley Brown was a pioneering member
of the UMN Morris women’s soccer program,
helping found a club team on campus that
eventually became a varsity program and
member of the NCAA Division III starting
in 1998. Over the course of two seasons,
Brown contributed 18 goals and 10 assists for 46 career points
as a Cougar. In 1998, her 16 goals were more than half of the
team’s goal total for the season and ranked her 12th nationally
in Division II in points per game (2.60) and 14th nationally in
goals per game (1.07). Then a member of the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference, Brown was an All-NSIC selection in
1998 as well as a National Soccer Coaches Association of America
(NSCAA) Scholar All-Region selection that season. She followed
it up by being named NSIC Academic All-Conference in 1999.
2003 WOMEN’S SOCCER TEAM
The 2003 Cougar women’s soccer team compiled a record of
15-3-1, including a 12-0-0 record in the UMAC to claim the
conference’s title that season, a first in program history. Featuring
current Cougar Hall of Famers Mari Sandom Destache ’05 and
Rebecca Witters Gunn ’04, the team set single-season school
records in goals (82), assists (71), points (235), and shots (592)
that still stand today. Sandom and Witters were named Co-UMAC
Players of the Year and were First Team All-UMAC selections,
as were Jessica Rada Cunniff ’05 and Christina Whitaker.
Additionally, Angela Brath, Erin Mahoney Bohannan ’05, and
Nichole Rick Ridenour ’04 were Honorable Mention All-UMAC.
2010–11 WOMEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM
The 2010–11 UMN Morris women’s basketball team started a run
of six consecutive UMAC titles for the program, finishing with
an overall record of 21-7 and going 14-0 in UMAC play to earn
the conference’s first automatic bid into the NCAA Tournament.
During the regular season, the Cougars did not lose to a Division
III opponent, falling only to Division II or NAIA programs.
At the conclusion of the season, Stephanie Roggenbuck
Sandbakken ’11 was named UMAC Player of the Year and a First
Team All-UMAC selection. Brandi Cresap Holleman ’12 was
Second Team All-UMAC, Emily Mehr Jones ’13 and Tara
Thielke Kroells ’12 were Honorable Mention All-UMAC,
and Jenni Noordmans Vine ’12 was named to the UMAC AllDefensive Team.

SCOTT COOPER ’92
Scott Cooper became the first Cougar track
and field student-athlete to earn All-American
honors and to this day is one of only two
national champions in UMN Morris athletic
history. Cooper won the long jump at the
1991 NAIA Indoor Championships with a leap
of 23-11.50, a distance that ranks second in school history and
he is among the track and field program’s Top 10 in six different
categories. In indoor events, he has the fastest 55 Meter Dash in
school history and ranks second in the 300 Meter Run, the long
jump, and the triple jump. In outdoor events, he is second all-time
in program history in the long jump and triple jump.

First Row, L to R: Amanda Prodger Gohde, Angela Brath.
Second Row, L to R: Stacy Hanna Wood, Mandy Schoen, Jessica
Rada Cunniff, Nichole Rick Ridenour, Sara Wolf, Kelsey
Heinemann Beshansky. Third Row, L to R: Stephanie Clark
Swanson, Kay Dee Maddy Burchfield. Fourth Row, L to R:
Christina Whitaker, Brandi Rada Roberts, Abbey Starzecki
Johnson, Mari Sandom Destache, Rebecca Witters Gunn, Teresa
McAlpin LaCoille, Erin Mahoney Bohannan, Mary Schuh,
Claire Dalal. Fifth Row, L to R: Head Coach Christian DeVries,
Trainer Rich Hardy, Assistant Coach Dan Mowry

Front Row, L to R: Kelsey Erickson Nolt, Abby McDaniel
Middle Row, L to R: Abby Fragodt Ziegler, Tara Thielke
Kroells, Diane Blommel Gertken, Alyssa Silva Rosebear,
Jenni Noordmans Vine, Brandi Cresap Holleman. Back Row,
L to R: Head Coach Tim Grove, Heather Kamps, Stephanie
Roggenbuck Sandbakken, Emily Mehr Jones, Kaila Lindsay
Nicka, Alisha Schuerman Meyer, Assistant Coach Amy Balk.
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ATHLETICS ANNOUNCES ANNUAL
COUGAR AWARD WINNERS
This spring eight student-athletes were honored by the athletic department as annual athletic award
winners for the Willis Kelly Award, Arnold Henjum Award, Honor Athlete Awards, and the Cougar
Excellence Award. To read more about these extraordinary student-athletes, visit morriscougars.com
ARNOLD HENJUM AWARD
Branden Carlson ’22
WILLIS KELLY AWARD
Jenica Moes ’22
HONOR ATHLETE
AWARDS
Nathen Carlin ’22
Kenneth “KJ” Riley ’22
Carolyn Curtis ’22
Jenna Howden ’22
COUGAR EXCELLENCE
AWARDS
Connor Oldenburg ’21
Kaitlyn Ladwig ’22

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The women’s basketball team overcame
a gauntlet in the non-conference
portion of its schedule to finish the
year with a 13-15 (8-6 UMAC) record.
Entering the UMAC Tournament as
the No. 4 seed, the Cougars defeated
No. 5 UW-Superior in a tournament
quarterfinal, then stunned No. 1 seed
Bethany Lutheran in the semifinals
before coming up one win short of the
NCAA Tournament as they fell to No.
3 seed North Central in the UMAC
Championship game. Lexus Eagle
Kwateh
Chasing ’23 was a First Team Allphoto: Jim Wellbrock UMAC selection, while Jay Kwateh ’23
and Jadyn Sondrol ’23 each were All-UMAC Honorable Mention.
Kwateh was also named the UMAC Defensive Player of the Year.
SWIMMING & DIVING
Competing at the 2022 Liberal Arts Championships at Principia
College, the UMN Morris swimming and diving team turned in
the program’s best-ever finish, finishing second out of seven teams
at the multi-day event. Five members of the team earned All-LAC
honors for their performances, including Carolyn Curtis ’22,
following a victory in the 50 Freestyle. Jenna Gutterman ’25 and
Lilly Radintz ’25 were also honored for top-three finishes in
individual events. That trio as well as Abby Doyle ’25 and Paige
Haugen ’22 were All-LAC in three relay races.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Cougar men’s basketball finished
the 2021—22 season with an overall
record of 8-18, going 3-11 in the
UMAC. Injured for a portion of
the season, Noah Kannegiesser ’23
came back to lead UMN Morris in
scoring at 16.5 points per game,
ending with Second Team AllUMAC honors at the conclusion
of the year. Dillon Haider ’22 (11.7)
and Ian Carlin ’23 (10.2) also
averaged double-figures for
the season.

Kannegiesser
photo: Jim Wellbrock

Gutterman
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WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD

Women’s UMAC Indoor and Outdoor Champions
Cougar women’s track & field won their second straight UMAC
Indoor title and third straight UMAC Outdoor title in 2022.
A total of 12 individuals took home All-UMAC honors from the
Indoor Championships and that was followed by 13 more from the
Outdoor Championships. Hailey Gill ’22 set a new school record
in the weight throw during the indoor portion of the season and
Jenica Moes ’22 submitted a school record in the discus during
the outdoor season.
MEN’S TRACK & FIELD
UMN Morris men’s track and field
took fourth at the UMAC Indoor
Championships and then finished
in third at the UMAC Outdoor
Championships in 2022. The
third-place finish at outdoors
was the team’s best placement
since 2018. Two members of the
team were All-UMAC following
Nye
the Indoor Championships and
another six took home All-UMAC honors from the Outdoor
Championships. Cody Nye ’23 set a new school record in the
shot put during the outdoor season, as did Luke Petersen ’22
in the discus.
BASEBALL
Cougar baseball experienced a resurgence in 2022, going from
7-23 overall in 2021 to 22-14 this past season and setting a singleseason school record for victories. The Cougars finished 13-8 in
the UMAC and tied for fourth place in the conference standings,
missing out on the UMAC Tournament on a tiebreaker. Seven
members of the team
were named AllUMAC at the end of
the season, including
First Team accolades
for Alex Baumann ’23,
Logan Graves ’22,
Colin Lindgren ’22,
Joe Pelle ’22, and
Jacob Schaaf ’25.
Ty Beasley ’25 and
Josh Osten ’25 were
each named Honorable
Baumann
Mention All-UMAC.

SOFTBALL
Cougar softball finished the 2022
season with an overall record of
13-23, including a 9-11 mark in
the UMAC which was good for
fourth place in the conference
standings and a berth into the
UMAC Tournament. UMN Morris
then knocked off number one seed
UW-Superior in the first game of
the UMAC Tournament before
two subsequent losses ended their
Dummer
season. Mollie Dummer ’22 was
a First Team All-UMAC selection at the end of the season, while
Olivia Diver ’23 was Second Team All-UMAC and voted to the
UMAC All-Defensive Team.
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S TENNIS
UMN Morris men’s and women’s tennis each qualified for the
UMAC Tournament by finishing the regular season among the
conference’s top four seeds. The Cougars were then defeated
by UW-Superior in the semifinals on both sides of the draw.
The women’s team finished the year with a 5-7 overall record
that included a 4-4 record in the UMAC. The men went 1-11
and 1-7 in the UMAC for the year. At the conclusion of the
season, Kate Obright ’22 and Kiley Rodarmel ’24 landed on the
women’s Second Team All-UMAC, while Megan Arens ’23 was an
Honorable Mention All-UMAC pick. For the Cougar men,
Paul Decker ’22 was voted Second Team All-UMAC.

Decker

COUGAR CLUB
The Cougar Club provides
opportunities for nearly
400 Cougar athletes and
19 athletic teams.

photo: Jim Wellbrock
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To learn more and join,
visit z.umn.edu/CougarClub.

OCTOBER 7-9, 2022
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7
KUMM 50th Anniversary: 50 Years in 50 Hours
z.umn.edu/KUMM50
Prairie Gate Literary Festival
morris.umn.edu/prairie-gate-literary-festival
Show Your Cougar Spirit by wearing Maroon & Gold

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 continued
11 a.m. ........... Cougar Athletic Garage Sale, Outside Big Cat
Stadium
12 p.m. .......... Football Game versus Finladia University, Big
Cat Stadium
3-7 p.m. ........ KUMM 50th Anniversary Concert, Campus Mall

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m ...... Alumni and Student Networking Event
Oyate Hall
12-4 p.m. ..... Cougar Athletic Garage Sale, Cougar Sports
Center
1-2 p.m. ......... Flying Dutchman: Readers Theatre, Black Box
Theatre
3-4 p.m......... Women’s Soccer 25th Anniversary Celebration,
Cougar Sports Center: Dacotah Deck
4-5 p.m. ........ Celebration of 53+ Years of Teaching: Roland
Guyotte, Turtle Mountain Cafe
5 p.m............. Distinguished Alumni Award and Cougar Hall of
Fame Social Hour, Oyate Hall
6 p.m............. Distinguished Alumni Award and Cougar Hall of
Fame Homecoming Banquet, Oyate Hall
7 p.m. ............ Volleyball Game versus Northland College, Cougar
Sports Center

3:30 pm. ...... Volleyball versus Bethany College, Cougar Sports
Center
4 p.m. ........... Homecoming Concert featuring Symphonic Winds,
Concert Choir, and Jazz Ensembles, HFA Recital
Hall
7 p.m. ............ Annual Residence Halls Tug-O-War Contest, Big
Cat Stadium
7 p.m. ............ Class of 1972 Reunion and 1970s Decade Reunion,
Old No. 1 Bar & Grill
9 p.m. ........... BSU Homecoming Dance, Oyate Hall
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
11 a.m. ........... Field Dedication and Alumni Softball Game,
Morris Community Softball Complex
12:30 p.m. .... Cougar Baseball Alumni Game, Chizek Field

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8
Admissions Visit Day
Bookstore Open 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Prairie Gate Literary Festival
morris.umn.edu/prairie-gate-literary-festival
Show Your Cougar Spirit by wearing Maroon & Gold
9 a.m. ............ UMMAA Board Meeting, Moccasin Flower Room
10 a.m. .......... Men’s and Women’s Basketball Alumni Games,
Cougar Sports Center
11 a.m. ........... Tailgating and Axe Throwing, Outside Big Cat
Stadium

For the most up-to-date schedule, visit morris.umn.edu/homecoming

Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132

Follow us!

Student and faculty interaction and mentorship has always been a hallmark of a University of Minnesota Morris education.
Help the UMN Morris Archives identify who is in this photo from a science lab ca. 1984. Do you know who these students are?
What class was this? Email archives@morris.umn.edu with any information you may have. Also keep an eye out in the next Profile
for highlights of new UMN Morris Archives collections available online.

